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Message from the President 
 

Hope this letter finds all of you with fat pockets and 
busy days!  We have had a busy year already planning 
the KSFA State Backhoe Roe-D-Hoe held June 6th, 2014 
at Pete’s Puddle; a Soils Workshop held June 11th & 
12th in Johnson County, as well as starting all the  
planning for our 2015 Annual Conference & Trade 
Show to be held February 4th-6th, 2015 in  
Junction City, KS.   
 

We are also working with a web master to create a 
new website that will be easier to use; contain more 
pertinent data for our members as well as anyone in 
the industry; and have online forms for educational 
classes, membership, conference, etc., so that you can 
fill the form out online and pay by credit using PayPal if 
you wish.  Changes should be completed by the end of 
June. We are excited to have an attractive and informa-
tive website. 
 

You will notice that we have added some things to this 
newsletter.  There is a funnies page and a word search.   
We hope to continue having this kind of fun content in 
our bi-annual newsletter.  If any of you want to pass on 
your funnies, etc., we will gladly consider publishing 
them in the newsletter. 
 

We would also like to add a classified page.  This page 
would be a place for our readers to post an ad for 
things they would like to sell.  Things such as used 
equipment, trucks, tractors, and anything else you may 
have that our readers might be interested in.  If you are 
a KSFA member, an 1/8 page ad is free!   The news-
letter is sent to approximately 420 readers so it’s a 
great way to get the word out there if you’re selling 
that certain piece of equipment that you’re sure only 

someone in our industry would be interested in.   If you 
are not a member, you can contact Charlene and she 
can hook you up with a price on an ad or a  
membership.  
 

At the 2014 conference, the KSFA Board voted to host 
a class for 5 counties.  Five sanitarians and 5  
contractors from 5 counties would attend the class.  
KSFA would then pay for 5 contractors to take the 
NEHA certification exam.   You can read about this  
excellent educational opportunity on page 8. When the 
date and location are finalized, we will send out a  
mailing giving anyone else that would like to attend the 
opportunity to do so.  There will be a fee to take the 
test for all but those 5 “pilot” contractors,  but it’s well 
worth it!   
 

Don’t forget about the joint NOWRA/CPOW conference 
November 9th through the 12th 2014!  It’s being held at 

the Westminster Hotel in Westminster, Colorado.  You 
can get more details on the NOWRA website.  It’s: 
www.nowra.org.  I hope everyone has a great year.   
 

Jessi Wood, President  
 
 

Newsletter Content 
 

Page 3:  Onsite Funnies 

 

Page 5 & 7:  NOWRA & KSFA’s Lobbying Efforts 

 

Page 8:  Certification Program for Installers 

 

Page 10:  Onsite Wastewater Word Search 

 

Page 12:  KSFA Sunflower Sponsors 
 

 

Info-Flo 
 

Kansas Small Flows Association 

http://www.nowra.org/


 

2 Info-Flo  June 2014   



 

3 Info-Flo  June 2014   



 

4 Info-Flo  June 2014   



 

5 Info-Flo  June 2014   

NOWRA Hires Capitol Hill Lobbying Firm To Advance Industry Goals  

By Eric Casey  

 

The National Onsite Wastewater Recycling Association has selected Arnall Golden Gregory, LLP (AGG) to repre-

sent its interests on Capitol Hill and at the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and other regulatory agencies.  

 

While several members of that firm will contribute to the effort, Thomas Cassidy will be NOWRA’s lead lobbyist. 

Cassidy has considerable experience representing the water and wastewater industry before Congress and EPA. Over 

his more than 30-year career, Cassidy has worked as a staffer on Capitol Hill, a lobbyist for several Washington, 

D.C., law firms, and in various government relations roles in the private sector, including for large companies in the 

wastewater industry. 

 

“We are thrilled to have someone with Tom Cassidy’s background leading our effort. His vast network of contacts in 

our industry and his track record of success for his clients should serve us well,” said NOWRA President Tom Fritts. 

 

NOWRA’s lobbying efforts will be directed by a Board of Governors, consisting of NOWRA’s Executive Commit-

tee, the chairs of its Government Relations and Business Benefit Program committees (respectively, Robert  

Himschoot of Crews Environmental and Carl Thompson of Infiltrator Systems), and major donors to the lobbying 

effort. The Board of Governors will work directly with AGG and will make all policy and strategy recommendations.  

 

The Kansas Small Flows Association recently voted to fully support NOWRA’s lobbying efforts and has a seat on 

the lobbying Board of Governors. Several other state onsite associations are also considering lending their direct fi-

nancial support to the effort. 

 

As of mid-May, confirmed donors for the lobbying effort included: Kansas Small Flows Association, SJE Rhombus, 

Norweco, Jet, Inc., Bio-Microbics, Inc. Roth Global Plastics, Salcor, Infiltrator Systems, Presby Environmental,  

Consolidated Treatment Systems, Inc., Advanced Drainage Systems, Crews Environmental and Septic Systems Ex-

press. A number of additional companies have indicated they, too, plan to join the effort. 

 

The goals of the lobbying push are: 

1. Increase the market share of new construction where onsite/decentralized treatment is used from 30 to 35 per-

cent. 

2. Increase federal funding support for the onsite/decentralized industry for infrastructure repair and other im-

portant needs. 

3. Influence the EPA to establish more policies favoring onsite/decentralized systems. 

 

NOWRA’s lobbying effort is expected to be a long-term, regular activity of the association going forward. Successful 

lobbying operations require patience and a long-term view. Education of stakeholders will be critical. It is remarkable 

how little knowledge there is on Capitol Hill and even at EPA, about onsite/decentralized wastewater treatment and 

its benefits. If we want to be taken seriously – and we do – we need to be constantly educating and re-educating Con-

gress and the regulators about our business. In fact, plans are underway to host an onsite and decentralized 

wastewater technology fair on Capitol Hill in July. 

 

We have a terrific story to tell. Onsite and decentralized wastewater treatment represent more than a quarter of our 

nation’s permanent wastewater infrastructure. It is a sustainable, environmentally friendly technology; it can be con-

structed and operated less expensively than central sewer in most instances: it protects public health; and it uses the 

same treatment technologies as publicly owned sewage treatment facilities. It is often the only viable treatment 

choice in rural communities, but it also works well in suburban and urban areas.  (Continued on Page 7) 
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As public utilities grapple with huge infrastructure repair and replacement issues in the next several decades, onsite/

decentralized technologies can be deployed in a variety of ways which cost effectively deal with capacity constraints 

and the need to serve new customers not located near public sewers. More and more utilities are embracing a distrib-

uted infrastructure approach, and we are ideally suited to help them implement that approach.  

 

Hiring AGG is an important step for NOWRA, but it is only one of several activities likely needed for NOWRA’s 

efforts to be successful. The association will also concentrate on additional areas to take advantage of whatever lob-

bying victories are achieved: 

1. Develop a grassroots lobbying strategy. It’s important to get NOWRA members engaged in communicating 

with their elected representatives. Money talks in Congress, but so do votes. Members will react favorably to 

personal appeals by their constituents. 

2. Help state onsite organizations that currently do not lobby at the state level to develop the skills to lobby for 

changes in state rules and regulations. This would help onsite/decentralized interests to take advantage of any 

victories at the federal level. 

3. Development of a broad range of public relations efforts to key stakeholders in Washington, D.C., and those 

outside of Washington who are involved in the infrastructure decision-making process. 

 

“This is not a sprint; it’s a marathon,” said Himschoot. “We have a big task ahead of us, but we are confident that we 

can create beneficial changes in Washington.” 

 

Eric Casey is executive director of the National Onsite Wastewater Recycling Association. NOWRA represents all 

aspects of the onsite/decentralized industry. More information can be found by visiting www.nowra.org 



 

8 Info-Flo  June 2014   

 
The Kansas Small Flows Association (KSFA) has always been 
dedicated to the education of all the professionals in the Kansas 
Onsite Wastewater Industry. At our conference in February, 
2013 we unveiled an idea for a certification program for  
installers in Kansas. There was a lot of discussion during the  
actual presentation and then during a panel discussion the last 
day of the conference.  
 
The topic came about because the National Environmental 
Health Association (NEHA) developed a certification program 
called: Advanced Certified Installer of Onsite Wastewater 
Treatment Systems (CIOWTS). This certification program  
requires the installer to pass an exam that was developed 
through a collaboration of professionals around the country. 
NEHA, an expert in certification programs, adhered to all the 
requirements of forming a credible certification program for the 
installer that includes prerequisites for being able to take the 
exam; a strict pass/fail criteria; continuing education  
requirements to stay certified; and the ability to decertify those 
that do not adhere to the policies put in place.  
 
The National Onsite Recycling Association (NOWRA), of 
which KSFA is an affiliate, has endorsed the program. NOWRA 
along with KSFA have qualified instructors prepared to teach the  
National Installer Training Program, which is considered to be 
the best preparation for the NEHA exam. In order to get the 
ball rolling in Kansas, the KSFA board has agreed to pay the cost 
for a pilot program. Our goal is to have at least 5 installers sit 
for the training and the exam along with a county regulator from 
a jurisdiction in which the installer operates. The training and  
testing will be at no cost to the individuals in the pilot program. 
This way regulators and installers alike can present feedback of 
the certification program to KSFA members and other parties 
interested in the onsite industry in Kansas. We hope to hold this 
program sometime this summer, if at all possible. 
 
There are several states that require installers to be certified 
through this program and others that have a voluntary program 
such as Iowa and Indiana. KSFA would ultimately like to see  
certification required, but want to start somewhere with a  
voluntary program. Why do we think that a program like this 
for installers is worthwhile to pursue?  Several reasons: 
 The consumers deserve to have trained/certified people 

installing systems at their home or business. 
 The systems consumers are purchasing should be installed 

correctly and last a lifetime. 

 Contractors trying to deliver a quality product by using  
   industry best practices need to be on a level  playing field  
   and compete against qualified people who also do it the   
   right way. 
 Having trained installers is a benefit to the county as well. 

Knowing installers are trained to do things correctly helps 
avoid some of the difficult situations county regulators 
sometimes face. 

 
The Iowa Onsite Waste Water Association (IOWWA) started in 
1999, just one year after KSFA was established. The association 
already offers NEHA’s Installer Certification in Iowa, holding a 
training and testing twice a year. IOWWA is a qualified proctor 
for the program. They also offer the required continuing  
education, which KSFA can do with our Annual Conference & 
Trade Show, along with the 1/2 day to 2-day trainings that we  
currently offer on a request basis. There are several counties 
that have already adopted regulations requiring the licensing and  
certification through IOWWA. Many contractor work in several 
different counties and neighboring states, (sound familiar?), and 
a good majority of them are getting certified.  With quite a few 
different alternative systems being allowed in the state, more  
than ever before, IOWWA really sees the importance of this  
program. 
 
The Indiana Onsite Wastewater Professionals Association  
started offering the Installer Certification course in 2005 and 
added the continuing education component in 2009. There are 
now 295 certified installers, leaving only a handful of the 302 
installer members not certified. The association has close to 500  
members, of which 60% are installers. That is what KSFA 
would love to see!! The Indiana association also partners with 
vendors to certify installers on specific products that have been 
approved by the state. 
 
These states are just two examples of associations following a 
dream to achieve more professionalism in the onsite industry. 
That is what KSFA is aspiring to do. Regulators can already  
receive certification through NEHA and are encouraged by 
KSFA and The Kansas Environmental Health Association 
(KEHA) to do so. Now it is time for everyone in the onsite  
industry to become more professional, making the onsite  
industry a PROFESSION, not just a job! 
 
**To learn more about the CIOWTS offered by NEHA, visit: 
http://www.neha.org/pdf/cred/Onsite/CIOWTS_CIB.pdf 

Certification Program of Kansas Installers 

(Endorsed by the Kansas Small Flows Association Board of Directors) 
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Septic Solver 
 

M L Y P A S F I R M S N E T S F F V J W  

S A C P K R U R S O I L Y E H O H H L W  

L T W C Z D A E G B P F S Q E I G O A G  

N E Y O N F P I F I J S O G N T Q W J L  

B R E U G J G Z R W I G C R A N T Y X O  

E A I Z W A R D K I S O S L F X I T T S  

N L C L L D V Q D H U V L L P P M Q S N  

I S U D A N Q O I P Z B Z G X N R C O K  

X N L I W N C F L E O H K C A B E Y O L  

V D S V G T N I N A I P J N Y O P C R T  

T A O P E I N Y X C H I J A N P S S M X  

Q V S W E G F Z V W K C U J Y T I M K B  

Q B M H P C Q D N U X C O C Y L M Q J B  

C N L I H C T Q L G P F R T T Z V G V O  

B B O G V R A I G R H D H Q C O J J N C  

X R W O J L M P O V C N Q S U M T I F P  

Q N L Y G V K N Q N D N M X B Z Q H V A  

T O I T B A K N E C S X N U U M Q B E T  

W O K B Z K L I D O Q G Z I L T A B B N  

E Q P L R C I F X J B Q F Y V T O Y A Z  

Backhoe            Lagoon 
 

Coupling            Laterals 
 

Drip                Permit 
 

Inspection          Soil 

2013 KSFA State Champion Takes  
3rd at Nationals 

 

By Jessica Wood 

 

Mark Shepard of Utilities Excavating took 3rd place at the 

NOWRA National Backhoe Roe-D-Hoe held February 

25th through the 27th during the 2014 Pumper Show in 

Indianapolis, Indiana. The event was sponsored by two of 

KSFA’s Sunflower Sponsors, Infiltrator and ADS. Other 

sponsors were NOWRA (National Onsite Wastewater Re-

cycling Association), Jet Inc, and  Norweco.  This was a 

three day event with the first two days consisting of quali-

fying rounds.  Competitors with the 10 fastest times ad-

vanced to the finals held on the third day. 
 

 Mark was in the lead most of the first day of qualifying 

rounds with a combined bowling and golf time of 59 sec-

onds.   At the end of the qualifying rounds on Thursday, 

Mark was tied for 3rd place with that 59 second score.  

Jeremy Yates of Sure Flow Plumbing from Lenexa, Kan-

sas, also made it into the top ten with a qualifying score of 

1 minute 5 seconds.   
 

This year the competition was tougher than ever.  Records 

were broken and there were 3 ties in the qualifying 

rounds.  Mark was able to walk away with a 3rd place 

buckle and $250 cash after a competitive score of 1 mi-

nute 4 seconds, just 10 seconds away from 1st place.  Jere-

my took 4th place with a score of 1 minute 6 seconds. 

Congratulations Mark and Jeremy! 

Pictured left to right: Mark Shepard-3rd place, 

Avery Zahn-National Champion,  

Rodney Kyler-2nd place 
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Many Thanks 

to our “Sunflower” Sponsors!! 

They provide support  

to the association all year. 

Please tell them thanks for the Help! 

 

Advanced Drainage Systems 

Allied Concrete Products 

Bio-Microbics, Inc. 

Clearstream Wastewater Systems, Inc. 

Ecological Tanks, Inc. 

Hodes & Sutter, Inc. 

Infiltrator Systems, Inc. 

Residential Sewage Treatment Company 

Trigard Concrete/Hoot Systems 
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Local Representative: 
 

Hodes & Sutter, Inc. 

10614 Summit 

Lenexa, KS 66215 

 

Brian Hodes 

brian@hodesandsutter.com 

Cell: 913-451-7472 
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Info-Flo 
Kansas Small Flows Association 
1601 East Peoria, #302 

Paola, Kansas  66071 

Board of Directors: 
 
Officers: 
 

Jessi Wood           Residential Sewage Treatment Co. Inc.     Grandview, MO 

President           816-966-8885  

 

Clem Karlin     CK Earthworks, LLC         Hays, KS 

President Elect   785-623-1188 

 

Mark Shepard       Quality Sewer & Septic     Overland Park, KS  

Treasurer /Secretary    913-980-6886 

 

Directors:  

         

   Tod Hettenbach         Arland Stephens     Clarence Frazier 

        

  Terry Deal            Sheryl Ervin        Ron Vincent 
     

                    Richard Basore (ex-officio) 

ADVERTISING  

IN FUTURE 

INFO-FLOs 

 

Future issues of Info-Flo will be ac-
cepting advertising.  For  opportunities 

to get your products in front of the 
Kansas market, call the KSFA office at 

913-594-1472, or email us at                           
kansassmallflows@ksfa.org 

 
Rate Prices are Per Issue: 
 
     $  50.00 per 1/4 page (7” x 2”) 
     $  75.00 per 1/2 page (7” x 4.875”) 
  $ 150.00 per full page (7” x 10”) 

 

 


