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Message from the President 
 

Merry Christmas everyone!  I hope this newsletter finds 

you as busy as I have been.  Kansas Small Flows Associa-

tion has had a very busy year!  We have been working 

with the Kansas Department of Health and Environment 

providing educational needs and assisting with grants for 

continuing education to state and local regulatory officials.  

This partnership has gone quite well!  A group of regula-

tors attended the NOWRA (National Onsite Wastewater 

Recycling Association) Annual Conference in Denver, Co 

November 9th, 10th, and 11th.  They seemed to have a great 

time!  The pack, led by Ann D’Alfonso, even braved the 

bitter subzero temperatures and snow packed grounds to 

participate in a field trip.     

 

I mentioned at our annual conference in February, that 

KSFA would be paying for regulators and contractors to 

attend the 2 day NOWRA installer training course and also 

for 5 contractors to take the NEHA certification exam.  

We have finally set a date for the training.  It will be held 

January 12th and 13th, 2015 at the Sedgwick County Exten-

sion office.  Participating counties include Miami, Ellis, 

Geary, Sedgwick, and possibly Johnson.  The 5 participat-

ing contractors will take the test at a designated time at the 

conference.  There will be a panel discussion at the confer-

ence on Friday February 6, 2015 regarding the training.  

You will be able to hear feedback from both regulators 

and contractors on their thoughts regarding the program 

and be able ask any questions you may have. 

 

KSFA board members voted to contribute to lobbying  

efforts through NOWRA.  KSFA donated $5,000 to  

 

NOWRA in exchange for a seat on their board of gover-

nors.  Sheryl Ervin will be the voice of KSFA on the board 

of governors.  NOWRA hired Lobbyist Thomas Cassidy in 

the fall of 2013.  He will be attending the KSFA Annual 

Conference as our Keynote speaker to update you on the 

progress that has been made.   

 

Last, but certainly not least, I wanted to mention the pass-

ing of our beloved Raymond Peat.  Most of you probably 

know Raymond passed away September 20, 2014 from an 

11 month battle with non-smokers lung cancer.  Raymond 

was a presence for sure!  He will be greatly missed by all 

that knew him.  In honor of Raymond I will end this letter 

with his favorite quote, “Always look on the bright side of 

life.” –Monty Python. 

 

Sincerely, 

Jessica Wood 
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             NOWRA Goes to Washington!   

              Here’s the Message They Took: 
 

NOWRA, the National Onsite Wastewater Recycling Association, and we are on Capitol Hill to discuss the benefits 

of onsite and decentralized wastewater treatment. 30 million homes in the US – 25% of the country – use onsite sys-

tems to treat their wastewater and EPA has recognized onsite systems as an important and permanent part of the na-

tional wastewater infrastructure. Although onsite systems provide the same public health, environmental and water 

quality protections as central sewers, they do not receive equal treatment from EPA in terms of funding and technical 

management and policy support. We are seeking Congressional support for our industry. 

 

Our industry serves a quarter of the country and is part of the nation’s small business jobs engine 

 30 million homes in the US are served by onsite systems. That’s roughly 25% of homes nation-wide.  

 Onsite systems treat more than 4 billion gallons of wastewater daily. 

 Most onsite systems serve individual residences, but there are thou-

sands of larger-scale onsite systems in operation around the coun-

try.  

 When the economy is strong, the onsite and decentralized 

wastewater industry generates more than $5 billion in economic 

activity annually. Sources of that activity include new system in-

stallations, repairs and replacements of existing systems, mainte-

nance contracts, and tank pumping. 

 Onsite and decentralized systems are directly responsible for up to 

150,000 private sector jobs. With the exception of the regulatory 

community, virtually every job generated by the onsite industry is 

located in the private  sector. Our industry is one of the pistons in 

the small business job growth engine. 

 

Onsite wastewater systems can treat wastewater to the same water 

quality standards as central sewer systems 

 There is a fundamental difference between onsite wastewater treat-

ment and treatment at a centralized wastewater treatment plant.  

   Onsite systems take advantage of the vast capacity of the soil to remove or transform pollutants as it percolates   

    down to the groundwater. Central sewer must perform all treatment processes in the tank. 

 However, with the exception of the soil, the wastewater treatment processes used by each type of system are re-

markably simple. Membrane bio-reactors, ultraviolet disinfection, activated sludge, bio-filters and many other 

treatment techniques can be found inside a central sewage treatment plant or a decentralized treatment plant. 

 Onsite systems can do a good job controlling the amount of nitrogen and nitrates which find their way into 

groundwater. Many pre-engineered onsite treatment tanks or chambers provide a considerable amount of nitrogen 

reduction which meets regulatory requirements. 

 

Onsite wastewater systems offer unique environmental benefits not provided by central sewer 

 Onsite wastewater treatment systems are the original “green infrastructure” technology. Onsite systems recharge 

local aquifers, ensuring that water taken from the ground is eventually returned there.  

 Onsite systems take advantage of natural wastewater treatment processes, using the soil to neutralize, transform 

or remove pollutants and ensuring that high quality water is returned to the aquifer. 

 Onsite systems fit naturally into watershed-based management approaches.  

 Many of the technologies used  in stormwater management, such as constructed wetlands, were originally  

      developed within the onsite wastewater industry.      

 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 10) 
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Better than New Septic from Bio-Microbics! 
In Western Kansas, those properties that experience biologically-failed septic systems rarely have options other than to re-
place the entire system - an expensive endeavor for low-income housing.   
 

For a family located in Finney County, the local authorities identified the tell tale signs of a biological failure from their 20-
year-old septic system.  Sewage was ponding in the yard and backing up into the home.  This area in western Kansas, 
which is considered low-income, could not afford the cost of a complete replacement system or many of the other con-
ventional options that were presented.  Of the options that were considered by the local authorities, a technology that 
had never been used in western Kansas before was considered. The EPA-ETV verified technology, RetroFAST® manufac-
tured by Bio-Microbics, Inc., was the system selected. 
 
The Finney County Sanitarian, Scott Selee, evaluated the existing standard (rock, pipe, and drain field) septic system for 
the home.  Since the RetroFAST system was new to the local Regulators and installer, the homeowner agreed to partici-
pate in Bio-Microbics’ S.O.S.-Save Our Septic® Warranty Program for the upgraded system as a training opportunity.  As 
such, Mr. Selee invited Sheryl Ervin, PG, Director of Regulatory Affairs at Bio-Microbics, and Paul Flynn, Senior Director of 
Operations at Bio-Microbics, to review the property under the S.O.S.-Save Our Septic® (SOS) guidelines and train those 
involved how to install a RetroFAST®, which was designed to install in existing septic tanks. 
 
The SOS program consists of a Site Evaluation questionnaire that the homeowner completes, property characteristics and 

observations noted by the local regulator, installer (Terry Johnson of Johnson Septic) and the Bio-Microbics representa-
tives, and photos documenting the current state of the property.  During this evaluation process, the determination was 
made that the original septic tank did not meet the current regulations and the structural integrity of the concrete was 
deteriorating.  The soils on the property were classified as heavy clay loam, which added to the issues of the failed system.  
The original system of approximately 50 to 60 feet of rock and pipe and about 80 feet of concrete chambers was severely 
undersized for a three bedroom home and exhibited all the signs of biological failure. The size of site also contributed to 
the challenges of the system.  The home had only a limited 1 acre corner lot, which was bounded on two sides by a road 
and a drainage ditch on the third side.  This prohibited a properly sized drain field and made installation of a new full tradi-
tional replacement system impossible.   
 
Completed in May of 2014, a new two compartment 1,000 gallon tank was installed, with the RetroFAST® in the second 
compartment of the tank. The original lateral lines were jetted and the new outlet from the septic tank was connected to 
the existing drain field.  

 
 

As a demonstration project for RetroFAST®, this was a successful solution for this home installation project.  Several comments 
were made by those in attendance, including Mr. Selee, Doug Schneweis with the Kansas Department of Health & Environment, 
and even the installer Terry Johnson of Johnson Septic, about the ease of installation and the robust function on the treatment 
process. 

RetroFAST® Installed in the second 
chamber of 1,000 gallon Septic 

Tank. 

http://wastewaterinfo.asia/sites/default/files/tech-sheets/images/septic tank leaching chamber.jpg
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# # # # # 
About Bio-Microbics, Inc. - With more than 45,000 installations in over 60 countries, Bio-Microbics pre-engineered, 
pre-packaged, certified, “Fixed Integrated Treatment Technologies” (FITT®) are the result of decades of real world 
operating history and proven results of decentralized wastewater treatment that offer significant environmental ben-
efits for homes, communities, commercial properties, and marine vessels…FITT® for the Purpose Intended. For more 
information about Bio-Microbics water, wastewater, and/or storm water treatment products visit 
www.biomicrobics.com; contact us at sales@biomicrobics.com or call toll-free at 1.800.753.3278 (FAST), 
1.913.422.0707. 

Mr. Flynn, who has been with Bio-Microbics for more than 12 years, mentioned that the FAST® wastewater treatment sys-
tems are ideally suited for a multitude of applications. FAST systems are designed to consistently deliver high performance 
(average of 95% BOD5 reduction and 70% total nitrogen reduction) and are available for many different applications (see 
below).  By installing the upgraded septic system, the RetroFAST will consistently deliver high levels of treatment (90-95% 
of treatment in the tank) and provide dissolved oxygen to the drain field.  This helps to assure the clogging layer is reduced 
or never forms in the first place. 
 
Advantages a RetroFAST® System has over the original, conventional septic system: 
Produces a cleaner effluent for the environment 
Treatment begins in the septic tank, extending the life of the drain field 
Prevents or remediates biological failures without costly chemicals or additives 
Possibly can reduce the size requirement of the leach field 
 
The unit was checked 3 months after installation.  Mr. Selee assured the homeowner that everything was working well, 
and the drainfield was functioning properly. 

http://www.biomicrobics.com
mailto:sales@biomicrobics.com


 

10 Info-Flo  December 2014   

Onsite wastewater systems offer a cost-effective alternative to sewer for rural communities 

 Many communities have found that decentralized wastewater treatment is a less expensive option than building a 

local central sewer facility, or connecting via miles of sewer pipe to a distant treatment facility. A decentralized 

approach might involve the use of multiple types of treatment systems, depending on geography and other fac-

tors. For example, homes in more remote locations could be served by individual residential treatment systems, 

while those closer geographically might be connected via one or several cluster treatment systems. Another chal-

lenge in rural communities is population decline. Many communities with declining populations are now paying 

the price for having built a large central facility which now needs to be supported by a shrinking customer base. 

The result? Water bills go through the roof, service declines, and community coffers are bled dry. 

 

Congress should make increased funding of onsite systems a priority and should exercise its oversight authori-

ty to encourage EPA to provide greater technical, managerial, policy and funding support to onsite systems 

 Of the thousands of employees at EPA who focus on water and wastewater, only two full-time employees focus 

their efforts on decentralized wastewater. 

 The onsite industry generally receives less than one half of one percent of the funding distributed through the 

Clean Water State Revolving Fund. While the ratio of sewered infrastructure to onsite infrastructure is roughly 

3:1, the ratio of funding which goes to sewers vs onsite systems is 200:1. This is fundamentally unfair to millions 

of taxpayers whose tax dollars fund the infrastructure needs of others while their own needs are ignored. 

 The ways in which the problems manifest themselves may be different, but the onsite industry faces the same 

problems faced by sewer systems yet is expected to ‘go it alone.’ Much onsite infrastructure is aging and in need 

of replacement. Billions of dollars have gone to subsidize efforts to upgrade sewage treatment plants; virtually no 

money has gone to subsidize efforts to upgrade aging onsite systems. 

 When a homeowner has an onsite system, they are the owner of their own personal wastewater treatment plant 

which requires regular maintenance and care similar to an HVAC system. However, comparatively little is done 

to help homeowners understand their obligation to maintain and operate their systems. The EPA’s Septic Smart 

program is typical of EPA’s approach when it comes to supporting onsite wastewater treatment systems. EPA 

recognizes that lack of homeowner management is one of the biggest challenges to ensuring that onsite 

wastewater systems work properly; however, the resources dedicated to addressing this problem are minimal. 

The Septic Smart program contains a variety of excellent tips and advice for maintaining onsite systems, but the 

only element of the program which was funded was the development of the message – roughly $75,000. By con-

trast, when EPA’s highly successful WaterSense program was developed, approximately $2 million dollars went 

to fund the development and rollout of that program. 

 

 

Onsite Industry Leaders Used Displays and Other Media to Convey Our Message! 
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2015 KSFA  
Conference & Trade Show 

February 4-6, 2015 
(Wednesday—Friday) 

Courtyard by Marriott / Geary County 
 Pre-Conference:  This full-day workshop will be a 

feature presentation on “Choosing the System to 

Best Fit the Site”. 

 Trade Show: The beer and snacks are on us at the 

opening Wednesday, February 4h from 5-7pm.  So 

join us for our evening social, get acquainted, and  

see the latest products! The Trade Show will be open 

from 8am - 6:30 pm on Thursday and from 8am - 

11am on Friday.  Door prizes, provided by exhibitors 

and KSFA, will be given out in the Exhibit Hall 

throughout the conference. 

 Annual Meeting: The annual association meeting 

will be held at the Conference on Thursday the 5th 

during lunch.  All members are invited to attend. 

 Seminars: Seminars will be Thursday & Friday,       

February 5th & 6th featuring many different topics.       

Preliminary agenda available. 

 Food/Banquet: All meals Thursday & Friday, as 

well as our 11th Annual Steak Dinner, are included 

with your registration. 

 Hotel Rooms: The Courtyard by Marriott is offering 

our group room rate at only $86 plus tax for a single 

room.  Please contact the hotel directly at: 785-210-

1500.  When you make your reservation, mention 

that you are with the KSFA Conference in order to 

receive this room rate. Please book through the hotel 

ONLY so we can meet our room obligations. 

                               Fees   

                              Members   Non-members 

 Pre-Conference Workshop 
         
 

  Conference Registration   

(Thursday & Friday) 
 

  Pre-Conference & Conference 
 

 Additional Contractor  

      Employees _______ 
                                    (how many) 

 

I/We will attend the 11th Annual 

Steak Dinner  

___Yes ___No 

 

Total Amount Enclosed:  $______________ 
 

Registration includes all social events and lunch and dinner on 

Thursday. 

Member Name:_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
        Please Print           Last                                                   First                                                                           MI 
 

Additional Employee Names:  _______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Company Name:__________________________________________ Email:__________________________________ 
 

Address:__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

City:_____________________________ State:_____ Zip:________________ Phone:____________________________  
 

This form, your check made to KSFA , and your membership form should be sent to:  

KSFA, 1601 East Peoria #302, Paola, Kansas  66071 
 

If you have any questions please contact KSFA at  (913) 594-1472  or  kansassmallflows@ksfa.org   

$75*        $170 
 

 

$125*       $230 
 

 

$150*       $245 

 

$70  

(with 1 paid full 

Conference Registration) 

 

*EARLY BIRD SPECIAL For MEMBERS ONLY:  

$25 savings from listed fees if we receive your registration and 

2015 membership dues by January 15, 2015. Register early in 

order take advantage of this great offer!! 

(Don’t forget to subtract the savings  

from the required fees)! 

mailto:kansassmallflows@yahoo.com
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2015 CONFERENCE SCHEDULE 

Wednesday, February 4 Topic Speaker Room 

9:00 am - Noon 
Preconference – Choosing the System to 

Best Fit the Site 
Tom Fritts  

Noon - 1:00 pm  Lunch – On Your Own    

1:00 pm – 4:00 pm 
Preconference – Choosing the System to 

Best Fit the Site (continued) 
Tom Fritts  

4:00 pm - 7 pm 
Opening Social Event: Free Beer & Cash 

Bar with Hors d’oeuvres Served 
  Exhibit Hall 

Thursday, February 5 Topic Speaker Room 

7 am- 8:00 am Breakfast – Hot Buffet   Exhibit Hall 

7 am- 8:15 am Registration Open     

8 am- 8:15 am Welcome and Announcements Jessi Wood, President  

8:15 am - 9:15 am Keynote: Tommy Cassidy – NOWRA lobbyist  

9:20 am - 10:20 am Part 1: Pumps, Panels & Controls for Tom Fritts  

  Confined Space Safety Greg Brown  

10:20 am - 10: 50 am Break and Door Prize Drawing     

10:50 am - 11:50 am Technical session Allison Blodig   

  DOT Updates KS Highway Patrol  

 11:50 am - 1:15 pm Lunch -  Italian Buffet  &  Annual Meeting KSFA Board / Greg Graves : NOWRA Exhibit Hall 

1:15 pm - 2:15 pm 
Part 2: Pumps, Panels & Controls for 

Onsite Systems 
Tom Fritts  

  DOT Updates KS Highway Patrol  

2:15 pm - 3:15 pm 
Part 3: Pumps, Panels & Controls for 

Onsite Systems 
Tom Fritts  

  “Tools & Rules of Damage Prevention” Michael Pfender – Kansas 811  

3:15 pm - 3:45 pm Break and Door Prize Drawing   Exhibit Hall 

4:00 pm – 6:30 pm Speed Vending  Exhibit Hall 

  Free Beer & Cash Bar  Exhibit Hall 

7:00 pm - 9:00 pm Annual Steak Dinner – 10 oz KC Strip   Exhibit Hall 

     

Friday, February 6 Topic Speaker Room 

7 am - 8:30 am Breakfast – Hot Buffet   Exhibit Hall 

8:30 am - 8:45 am Announcements Jessi Wood, President  

9:00 am - 10:30 am 
Discussion Panel: Installer Academy 

Training & Testing – Pilot Project 
Participants  

10:30 am - 11:15 am Break and Door Prizes   Exhibit Hall 
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Many Thanks 

to our “Sunflower” Sponsors!! 

They provide support  

to the association all year. 

Please tell them thanks for the Help! 

 

Advanced Drainage Systems 

Allied Concrete Products 

Bio-Microbics, Inc. 

Clearstream Wastewater Systems, Inc. 

Ecological Tanks, Inc. 

Hodes & Sutter, Inc. 

Infiltrator Systems, Inc. 

Residential Sewage Treatment Company 

Trigard Concrete/Hoot Systems 
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Local Representative: 
 

Hodes & Sutter, Inc. 

10614 Summit 

Lenexa, KS 66215 

 

Brian Hodes 

brian@hodesandsutter.com 

Cell: 913-451-7472 
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Info-Flo 
Kansas Small Flows Association 
1601 East Peoria, #302 

Paola, Kansas  66071 

Board of Directors: 
 
Officers: 
 

Jessi Wood           Residential Sewage Treatment Co. Inc.     Grandview, MO 

President           816-966-8885  

 

Clem Karlin     CK Earthworks, LLC         Hays, KS 

President Elect   785-623-1188 

 

Mark Shepard       Quality Sewer & Septic     Overland Park, KS  

Treasurer /Secretary    913-980-6886 

 

Directors:  

         

   Tod Hettenbach         Arland Stephens     Clarence Frazier 

        

  Terry Deal            Sheryl Ervin        Ron Vincent 
     

                    Richard Basore (ex-officio) 

ADVERTISING  

IN FUTURE 

INFO-FLOs 

 

Future issues of Info-Flo will be ac-
cepting advertising.  For  opportunities 

to get your products in front of the 
Kansas market, call the KSFA office at 

913-594-1472, or email us at                            
kansassmallflows@ksfa.org 

 
Rate Prices are Per Issue: 
 
     $  50.00 per 1/4 page (7” x 2”) 
     $  75.00 per 1/2 page (7” x 4.875”) 
  $ 150.00 per full page (7” x 10”) 
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Voting Ballot for 2015 KSFA Board Members 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KANSAS  SMALL  FLOWS  ASSOCIATION  IS  LOOKING  FOR     

MORE  BOARD  MEMBERS! 

WE  COULD  USE  A COUPLE  OF  REGULATORS  ON  THE  BOARD. 

TIME  COMMMITTMENT  IS DEPENDENT  ON YOUR  LEVEL   

OF  PARTICIPATION.   
MOST  MEETINGS  DURING  THE  YEAR  ARE  COMDUCTED   

AS  CONFERENCE  CALLS. 

IF  YOU  ARE  INTERESTED,  CONTACT  THE  EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  OR 

ANY  CURRENT  BOARD  MEMBERS! 

Ron Vincent  
 

Tod Hettenbach  
 

BOARD MEMBERS 

Choose two! 


