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Message from the President 

  

Well another year has flown by and it appears to be 

setting up for another mild winter. The economy 

seems to be gaining momentum, and if Kansas City 

is any indication, we are moving forward rapidly. 

This entire year has seen more road construction 

then I have ever seen at one time. You couldn't 

drive anywhere in the city without being affected by 

the construction. While driving around the city, I 

have seen more housing construction then in the 

past five years combined. Commercial buildings are 

going up as well. As a septic installer myself, I have 

been busier than ever. 

 

 I have lived and worked most of my life in Johnson 

County, so I may be biased, but I believe that the 

Johnson County Environmental Department has set 

a good model for the other Counties to follow in 

their home resale program. The mandatory  

inspection of all houses with septic systems that are 

sold, not only helps the environment by replacing 

old failing tanks and systems, but it also produces 

income for the county to help continue their  

programs and provides more work for installers. 

 

KSFA continues its quest to educate our state's in-

stallers and regulators providing hundreds of hours 

of educational classes. Anyone interested in any of 

these classes can call or check our website to see 

what is available. The classes range from the "basics 

of on site," to classes on "drip irrigation," systems 

and other alternative type systems.  The Association 

held three 2-day Soil Workshop courses this year.  

That’s a record! 

 

 

Our website is www.ksfa.org where you can find 

that list of classes, information about our  

organization, information about our annual  

conference, a list of Kansas professionals for  

installation, design, etc. and much more. 

 

New this year at the conference, we will be  

presenting a model for counties to look at regarding 

a more universal licensing program. Also, we will 

be making available to our members an insurance 

program that could help cut down on the cost of  

doing business. 

 

Most importantly, there will be FREE  

CONFERENCE REGISTRATION for those who 

renew their membership or become a member 

 before January 18th 2013. We have never done this 

before, so take advantage of this great opportunity! 

 

Thank you very much and have a wonderful holiday 

season and a happy new year! 

 

Sincerely, 

Mark Shepard 
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Kansas Small Flows Looks to Expand Association 
(Reprinted from American Liquid Waste Magazine) 
 

Training can be a lifeline to business owners. Learning new techniques, new regulations, new  

equipment, or business-related topics can mean the difference between growing your business and going 

out of business. The Kansas Small Flows Association (KSFA), although relatively new, has a wealth of 

knowledge to share with members and nonmembers alike. Currently, they offer 15 classes with 130 

training hours. 

Some of their board members are also involved in NOWRA and have attended train the trainer classes so 

that members of KSFA benefit from the same classes that NOWRA provides. KSFA membership also 

includes membership in NOWRA and all of the benefits that brings such as member pricing and  

financing. 

KSFA also offers fantastic training at their conference to help you learn how to improve your work and 

grow your business. This year, they were able to offer a contractor day so that they could come free for a 

day. For the conference in February they are trying to arrange it so that anyone can attend for free with a 

paid membership. 

One of the great things about conferences that shouldn’t be overlooked is the opportunity to network. 

Meeting people in your field can broaden your knowledge base and give you access to people who have 

walked in your shoes on the same soil that you’ve walked on. 

New for the 2013 conference will be the NOWRA-sanctioned Roe-D-Hoe event. The winner will have a 

simulation of what he or she will be facing at the National Pumper show. “One of our previous members 

is also on the Missouri board and NOWRA board,” says Charlene Weiss, treasurer of KSFA. “We were 

able to work through him to get the event at our conference this year. It’s a great opportunity and we are 

excited to bring it to our conference this year.” 

One of the biggest challenges for septic professionals in Kansas is that each county requires them to be 

licensed in that county, which also carries its own fee. KSFA is working on moving the state to one over-

all license with one fee. One of the challenges to that is getting the individual counties to agree to forgo 

their fees. “A lot of the states such as Minnesota, Washington, and Florida have state codes,” says Weiss. 

“Since we don’t have a state code in Kansas, we are looking to see if we can call it something other than 

a license.” 

Most of those counties have different requirements for their licensing. “Some counties have used our 

classes for their continuing education requirements,” says Weiss. If this is passed, then those septic  

professionals who operate in several counties will save money. 

In addition to training and the conference, becoming a member of KFSA allows septic professionals in 

Kansas to join together to get things accomplished. It brings a level of professionalism to the industry 

and can increase your opportunity for new business. 

“We are working on a number of initiatives for our members,” says Weiss. “We’ve added a contractor 

list to our website to bring them more exposure to new customers. In addition to the licensing, we are 

looking at trying to get cheaper loan rates and supplies. We are always looking into new ways to create 

opportunities for our members.” 

Right now, regulators from across the state make up the majority of the membership. “We would like to 

grow our contractor membership and see them take advantage of their association and its many benefits. 

Continued on Page 4... 
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Continued From Page 3 

There are many advances being made in the onsite field and it’s important to keep up with the latest 

developments. 

“Membership in KFSA also brings you the power of NOWRA,” says Weiss. “Their lobbying capa-

bilities, their resource library, their vehicle financing, homeowner folders and many, many other 

benefits. Membership also gives you a larger voice within the state and nationally so that you can 

make a difference.” 

To join KFSA, simply go to their site and fill out the membership form. Members also receive 

newsletters twice per year and inclusion in their email blasts about upcoming classes and the latest 

news in the industry. Paying the non-member price of a class also gains you membership. 

Weiss has more than 20 years of experience in the onsite industry. She is currently retired, but runs 

a soil consulting business. “The onsite industry is a passion of mine,” says Weiss. “Onsite systems 

are not common knowledge and I enjoy telling people more about them.” 

 

For more information on Kansas Small Flows Association or on how to become a member, visit 

them at www.ksfa.org. 

Story by Jennifer Taylor 

http://www.ksfa.org
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SAYING GOODBYE 
By Tim Wagner 

 
As we end another year we can look forward to what the next year may bring. I am saying goodbye to the KSFA board 

this year after 8 years of serving as the secretary for the board. Stepping down has both regrets and relief. I regret that I 

will no longer help steer the direction KSFA is headed. Relief that I will no longer be responsible for meeting 

minutes. Of course there are many other regrets and reliefs, but too many to detail here. I have seen many of the ups 

and downs the association has gone through over the years and how it continues to thrive. This is an indication of the 

commitment level of those who serve on the board. They work tirelessly to better the onsite industry throughout the 

state. 

 

That being said, KSFA continues to struggle in getting volunteers to serve on the board. It is imperative that all  

segments of the industry be represented in order to provide a well rounded perspective in shaping the future direction 

of the board. I would encourage all to participate, there are many area in which to participate whether it be as a board 

member or a member of a committee, (ex. Education committee). 

 

The future is bright in the onsite industry. More and more educational opportunities are coming on board and new 

technology is appearing in the market place. The annual KSFA conference provides an opportunity to get some of that 

education and see up close and personal the products that are being introduced into the market. In addition it is an ex-

cellent opportunity to visit with your peers and discuss issues you may have encountered. They may have encountered 

a similar issue and can offer suggestions on how they solved the problem. 

 

With all this said the KSFA annual conference is a good value, providing you a place to obtain continuing education, 

the ability to see technologies and visit with representatives, and interact with peers. 

 

As I step down from the board I still look forward to being involved with KSFA by participating in opportunities they 

provide. It may be attending an educational opportunity throughout the state to participation in the annual conference. 

As we enter 2013, the 2013 conference will provide a great opportunity to begin the year. Remember we are all in this 

together and in order to make the industry better we need to work together. 

 

 I LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU AT THE CONFERENCE IN 2013 WHETHER IT BE YOUR FIRST CON-

FERENCE OR YOU ARE A RETURNING MEMBER. 

Allison Blodig accepts STEP award! 
Congrats to former KSFA Board member and employee of one of our wonderful Sunflower Sponsors:  

Bio-Microbics!  What an honor for Allison and the onsite industry! 
 
Dear Allison,  
Congratulations! I am pleased to announce that you have been selected as an honoree for the inaugural Women in 
Science, Technology, Engineering and Production (STEP) Awards, which celebrates the achievements of women at 
all levels of manufacturing. Your leadership and contributions have been recognized by your colleagues as making a 
positive impact at your company and on the manufacturing industry as a whole.  

 
The recognition portion of the initiative includes the STEP Awards, which will highlight the achievements of real 
women in manufacturing on a national stage. There will be a formal recognition event to celebrate honorees on 
February 5, 2013, in Washington, DC, that will include a gathering of honorees, nominating organizations and peers.  

 
Leaders like you enable companies to “STEP” it up in manufacturing. As an honoree, you will join a network of 
women who are making significant contributions to the U.S. manufacturing industry. As part of this network, you 
will be featured in publications and other forms of media.  
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 Onsite Basics:  This 2-day workshop will be a feature presentation on all things onsite.  A 

must for those new to the industry or who need a refresher! 

 Trade Show: The beer and snacks are on us at the opening Wednesday, February 6th from 

5PM-9PM.  So join us for our evening social, get acquainted, and  play some poker!  The 

Trade Show will be open from 8am - 5pm on Thursday and from 8am - 11am on Friday.  

Door prizes,  including power tools, and other great products, will be given out in the Exhibit 

Hall throughout  the conference. 

 Annual Meeting: The annual meeting for the association will be held at the Conference on 

Thursday the 7th at lunch.  All members are invited to attend. 

 Seminars: Seminars will begin on Wednesday February 6th and continue through the 8th  

      featuring many different topics - see the enclosed preliminary agenda.   

 Food/Banquet: Breakfast is served at the hotel with your reservation.  Lunch on Thursday 

the 8th along with our 10th Annual Steak Dinner are included with your registration. 

 Hotel Rooms:  The Ramada Inn is offering a great room rate of only $72.00 plus tax for a 

single room.  Please contact the hotel directly at 620-669-9311 or 1-800-362-5018 when you 

make your reservations and mention you want the KSFA rate!   

2013 Kansas Small Flows Association  
Conference & Trade Show 

February 6—8, 2013 
(Wednesday—Friday) 

Ramada Inn & Conference Center, Hutchinson, KS 
 

*If you have any questions please contact KSFA at (913) 594-1472 (Elma) or   

kansassmallflows@ksfa.org  

*EARLY BIRD SPECIAL:  We must receive your 2013 Membership and   
Registration on or before  January 18, 2013  

 in order for you to take advantage of this great offer!!   
                                     FREE  CONFERENCE  REGISTRATION*   

KSFA is proud to present the 1st NOWRA Sanctioned  
Backhoe Roe-D-Hoe® at our 2013 Conference! 

mailto:kansassmallflows@yahoo.com
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2013 Conference Free to KSFA Members! 
(if registered by January 18, 2013) 

 
Why should you become a member and attend this year? 

 
Membership to KSFA and NOWRA comes with many benefits like discounts on equipment loans 
through Wells Fargo; discounts on Errors and Omissions insurance; discounts at Office Depot; and 
listing on the NOWRA Septic Locator for free!  KSFA also puts all member contractors on our website 
so they are listed as having attended and gone above and beyond their competitors.  If a contractor 
gets one job...just one job...from being listed on the Septic Locator or the KSFA website it would more 
than pay for his/her membership for several years.  KSFA is also offering a discount on Liability Insur-
ance with a national company that other state affiliates also use.  That company will be presenting 
their benefits this year at the conference.   
 
Even though it is free, this year’s conference is still offering top notch training and speakers.  We are 
having Jerry Stonebridge, an installer/designer/service provider and a nationally known speaker, come 
for the opening presentation.  We are also offering the Basics of Onsite Course this year.  You can get 
yourself and any of your employees trained for free on everything from soils to siting systems.  One of 
the presentations on Thursday will actually help contractors get paid for jobs in a timely manner by 
utilizing the Kansas Prompt Pay Act.  Plus, everyone has the opportunity to participate in the first 
NOWRA sanctioned Backhoe Roe D Hoe®.  The winner will receive a cash prize and will get $500 
dollars toward attending the National Championship at the Pumper Show in Indianapolis where there 
is a chance to win $1,000!  
 
Lunch and dinner as well as free beer and entertainment on Thursday are included with the  
conference.  Breakfast is also free if you stay at the hotel.   
 
State associations are in business to better your business and provide the best training possible all 
across the country.  This year KSFA chose to offer it for free because we really want people to see how 
great it is…the training, the camaraderie, the opportunities we can provide to you are all worth it and 
can’t be beat!   
 
If you did not receive the conference mailing that was recently sent, all the documents you need are in 
this newsletter except for the tentative schedule which you can get from our website:  www.ksfa.org 
and click on the link on the home page for the Conference – Membership forms.      

http://www.ksfa.org
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Many Thanks 

To Our “Sunflower” Sponsors!! 

They Provide  Support  

To the Association All Year. 

Please Tell them Thanks for the Help! 

 

Advanced Drainage Systems 

Allied Concrete Products 

Bio-Microbics 

Hoder & Sutter, Inc. 

Infiltrator Systems, Inc. 

Jet, Inc. 

Presby Environmental, Inc. 

Residential Sewage Treatment Company 

Trigard Concrete 
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Info-Flow 
Kansas Small Flows Association 

1601 East Peoria, #302 

Paola, Kansas  66071 

 
 

Board of Directors: 
 
Officers: 
.                

Mark Shepard  Utilities Excavating, Inc.          Overland Park, KS  

President  913-469-5777 

 

Ron Vincent  Carl Vincent Service            Hutchinson, KS  

President Elect  620-662-0009         

 

Tim Wagner   Sedgwick Co. Code            Wichita, KS 

Secretary   316-660-1840 

 

Charlene Weiss      Weiss W & W Consulting        Paola, KS 

Treasurer   913-256-9569 

 

Directors:  

         

  Tod Hettenbach Arland Stephens Clem Karlin 

        

  Steve Chick, Sr  Richard Basore         Bronson Farmer  

    (ex-officio)  

  Pete Fury     Jessi Wood 

OR CURRENT RESIDENT 

ADVERTISING  

IN FUTURE 

INFO-FLOs 

 

Future issues of Info-Flo will be 
accepting advertising.  For         

opportunities to get your products 
in front of the Kansas market, call 
the KSFA office at 913-594-1472, 

or email us at                            
kansassmallflows@yahoo.com 

 
Rates $200.00 per 1/2 page in 2 Issues 
          $  50.00 per 1/4 page per Issue 
          $ 100.00 per 1/4 page in 2 Issues 



 

December 2012  Info-Flow 12-12 

 
2013 Kansas Small Flows Association  

Conference & Trade Show 
                     February 6—8, 2013    
  Ramada Inn & Conference Center, Hutchinson, KS 
 
          Conference—Membership Form 

Amount Enclosed $ ____________________ Check # _______________________  
 
Please make checks payable to the “Kansas Small Flows Association” and mail to the address below.  
 
DATE: ____________SIGNED:_____________________________________________  
 
Contributions to KSFA are not deductible as charitable contributions for federal income tax purposes. However, dues payments may be  
deductible as an ordinary and necessary business expense. Please consult your tax advisor for more information.  

*EARLY BIRD SPECIAL:  We must receive your 2013 Membership and  Registration on or before January 18, 
2013 in order for you to take advantage of this great offer!!  *FREE CONFERENCE REGISTRATION*   

MAIL TO:  KSFA, 1601 East Peoria #302, Paola, KS 66071  Ph# 913-594-1472   
Fax #816-966-8778  www.kansassmallflows@ksfa.org  

 Conference Registration/Membership received before January 18, 2013—FREE CONFERENCE!!!!! 

 Conference Registration/Membership received after January 18, 2013—$50.00          

 Conference Registration for Non-Members — $75.00 a day 

 I/We will be attending the Annual Steak Dinner.    How many __________ 
                                ***Registration includes all social events, lunch and dinner.*** 
 

  Additional steak dinner(s) ___________ $20.00 each for guest 

 NAME:_____________________________________________TITLE:___________________________________ 

COMPANY/AGENCY: ________________________________EMAIL:_________________________________  

ADDRESS: __________________________________________CITY:__________________________________  

STATE: ______ ZIP: _____________ PHONE:________________________FAX:________________________  

MEMBER TYPE: Professional _______Supplier/Manufacturer _______ Regulator _______  

Associate Memberships (How many?) _______       Employees (How many?) _______ 

 

MEMBERSHIP RATES 
January 1, 2013 thru December 31, 2013 

 
Professional —$95.00 a person who is a Contractor, Engineer, Servicer, Installer, Builder, Soil Scientist, or  
Developer.   Additional Employees —$50.00 each. 
Regulator —$70.00 a person who is a member or employee of a governmental agency. 
Supplier/Manufacturer —$170.00 a person who sells or supports the supplier or manufacturer  
Additional Associates —$95.00.     KSFA membership also includes membership with NOWRA  

               

Presenting the NOWRA 

Backhoe Roe-D-Hoe®  
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BALLOT 
Kansas Small Flows Association Board of Directors 2013 

 
Please put an X by 4 choices 

 

Charlene Weiss    _____________ 
I have over 20 years experience in the onsite wastewater field as a regulator, working for Johnson County, KS and Miami 
County, KS. Since retiring in July 2010, I have stayed in the industry as a private consultant. I have been an active member 
of KSFA for many years. I have served on the Board in the past as Secretary, President-elect & President. I am currently on 
the Board serving as Treasurer. I have also been active with the KSFA Education Committee and serve as an instructor for 
several of the training classes that the association has to offer. I am excited to remain on the Board for another term.  
 
Terry Deal           _____________ 
Terry is currently the ADS/Hancor Kansas Technical Sales Representative for the state of Kansas.  In this position, he pro-
vides training and technical product support to engineers, municipalities, regulators, and contractors on ADS products and 
design issues.  Terry has been employed by ADS for over ten years, and in 2009 received the ADS National Continuing  
Excellence Award for exceeding company performance goals on a continuing basis.  His professional experience spans 40+ 
years, including 18 years in sales and management positions involving Agricultural & Industrial equipment and supplies, and 
the last 23 years involved in product support, marketing, and technical sales of equipment and engineered products to the 
agricultural, mining, and construction markets throughout North America.  Over the years Terry has  supported numerous 
professional organizations including Kansas Land Improvement Contractor’s Association past president of Associates  
Chapter, Kansas Small Flows Association, Kansas Society of Professional Engineers, Kansas Municipal Utilities Association, 
KEHA, Kansas Public Works Association, Great Plains Chapter of Grain Elevator and Processing Society, and Wichita Area 
Builders Association.  Terry is a graduate of Ft Hays State University and currently resides in Wichita, Kansas with his wife of 
41 years. 
 
Nancy Leighton     _____________ 
Prior to working in the Wastewater Field, Nancy had a variety of jobs, which include managing gas stations, dog grooming, 
oil field office support and fast food.  My career in wastewater started when I was hired by Jackson Engineering in Linn 
Creek, MO in 1998.  I worked for Jackson Engineering for two years, and then was hired by EP Sales as inside sales and 
technical support for Orenco Wastewater Treatment Products.  In 2005 I changed companies and went to work for New  
Water Systems in Osage Beach, MO.  I worked for New Water Systems until the closing of the Missouri Office in October 
2011.  I went to work for TG Rankin – KC in November 2011 at this time I am still working for TG Rankin.  In addition to my 
work history, I have attended numerous trainings on Onsite treatment and Recirculating Sand Filters.  I have also presented 
at a number of onsite installer trainings.  I am currently Treasurer of the Missouri Small Flows Organization.   
 
Todd Rogers         _____________ 
Todd has over 17 years in the wastewater field as an inspector, project manager, and supervisor.  He is a registered  
Environmental Health Specialist with the National Environmental Health Association and is a former Certified Soil Tester with 
the state of Wisconsin.  Todd has 7 years experience with the Johnson County Wastewater Department as the Low Pressure 
Sewer Project Manager.  He served as a Project Manager for all LPS projects in Johnson County ranging from $30,000 to $9 
million.  He delivered presentations for public hearings on potential new sewer districts.  Todd is currently employed as the 
Environmental Programs Manager at Johnson County Department of Health and Environment where he has 10 years  
experience.  He manages the On-site Wastewater Program which includes resale inspections, new construction inspections, 
commercial inspections, complaint investigations, and licensing of installers, designers, and pumpers.  He also manages the 
Swimming Pool Inspection Program which includes routine inspections, new construction inspections, and complaint investi-
gations.   
Education: Bachelor’s of Science in Biology, Environmental Emphasis at the Missouri State University in 1994. 
Master of Public Administration at the University of Missouri at Kansas City in 1998. 
 
Please return this Ballot by mail to Kansas Small Flows Association, 1601 Peoria Box 302, Paola, KS 66071 before February 
1, 2013 or bring it with you to the Kansas Small Flows Annual Conference February 6th, 7th, and 8th 2013 in Hutchinson,  
Kansas! 


